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Welcome to Great St Mary’s 
 

 

A few reminders about COVID-safe worship: 

• Face coverings (masks) should be worn at all times by all able to wear 

them, and especially should be worn whilst singing. 

• We ask that you help maintain physical distancing between 

households, to protect the vulnerable in our community. 

• Please follow the instruction of the stewards. 

 

This guidance applies even if you have been vaccinated. Thank you! 

 

You are invited to scan this QR code with your NHS Test & Trace App: 
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Our collection is for 

Centre 33 and for the ministry of Great St. Mary’s. 
 

Bringing new life and hope 

"Love came down at Christmas" 

 

Centre 33 is a local charity that supports young people, aged 8-25. A distinctive 

feature of their work is supporting young carers. ‘Each year we work directly with 

over 2,000 young people, and respond to some 6,500 enquiries through our drop-ins 

and helplines.’ The needs are particularly acute since the start of the pandemic.  

 

‘Our mission is to help every young person fulfil their potential by supporting 

them with their practical and emotional needs with one-to-one support, 

counselling, advocacy, group work and respite activities.’  

 

Great St. Mary’s has been witnessing to Christian truth in the centre of Cambridge 

for over 800 years. It is a welcoming, inclusive, friendly church, with a large, gathered 

congregation of all ages, great music and preaching, and a particular calling as the 

spiritual heart of the University of Cambridge. We seek to reach out beyond these 

walls in many ways, supporting many local and international projects, and working 

with people of all faiths and none to bring hope and light to our world. You can find 

out about our fellowship, our innovative pioneer ministries at nearby Michaelhouse, 

and much more at www.greatstmarys.org 

 

You can give online by visiting  

http://easydonate.org/CAROLS21  

 

Or by SMS: 

To donate £5, text CAROLS21 to 70970 

To donate £10, text CAROLS21 to 70191 

 

Additionally, for those in church today, Gift Aid envelopes are available on request 

from the stewards. If you are a UK tax-payer, your signature on the envelope will 

enhance the donation inside by 25%.  

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding 

Scheme (Charity No: 1149800), operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard 

network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org 

http://www.greatstmarys.org/
http://easydonate.org/CAROLS21
http://www.easydonate.org/
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Carols by Candlelight 
 

The Choirs of Great St Mary’s are conducted by  

Samuel Hayes, Director of Music,  

and the organs played by  

Benedict Todd, Organist and Assistant Director of Music. 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE  

on Sunday and Monday 

Chorale prelude on ‘In dulci jubilo’ (BuxWV 197) – Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

on Sunday 

Pifa (Pastoral Symphony) from ‘Messiah’ – G F Handel (1685-1759), arr. Robert Gower 

on Monday, played by Eva Pattinson, chorister & organ student 

Fughetta on ‘Gottes Sohn ist kommen’ (BWV 703) – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Duo Pastorale from ‘Magnificat’ (Op. 41) – Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 

Fugue in C minor from ‘Das wohltemperierte Klavier’ (BWV 847) – Johann Sebastian Bach 

on Sunday and Monday 

Choral prelude on ‘A solis ortus cardine’ (Op.76/4) – Flor Peeters (1903-1986) 

Prelude on ‘Whence is that goodly fragrance?’ – Harrison Oxley (1933-2009) 
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When invited, please stand, as you are able, to sing the opening CAROL. 

 

The first verse is sung as a solo. 
 

ONCE in royal David’s city 

 Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

 In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

 Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

 And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

 Through his own redeeming love, 

For that Child so dear and gentle 

 Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone: 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

 With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

 Set at God’s right hand on high; 

Where like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 

 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), 

tune IRBY by Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929), 

descant by David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 
The Vicar, The Reverend Canon Adrian Daffern, gives the  

     WELCOME AND BIDDING PRAYER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

All   Our Father,  

   who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those   

 who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING 
read by a member of the choir 

 
2  The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

on them light has shined. 
 
6  For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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7  His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
Isaiah 9:2,6-7 

 

CHOIR CAROL 
 

S U N D AY M O N D A Y 

Out of your sleep 

Richard Rodney Bennett (1936-2012) 

Bethlehem Down 

Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 
 

Out of your sleep arise and wake, 

For God mankind now hath ytake. 

All of a maid without any make: 

Of all women she beareth the bell.[1] 

 

And through a maide fair and wise, 

Now man is made of full great price: 

Now angels knelen to man’s service, 

And at this time all this befell. 

 

Now man is brighter than the sun: 

Now man in heav’n  

 on high shall won: 

Blessed be God this game is begun 

And his mother the Empress of hell.[2] 

 

That ever was thrall now is he free: 

That ever was small now great is she: 

Now shall God deem be thee and me 

Unto this bliss if we do well. 

 

“When He is King  

 we will give Him the Kings’ gifts, 

Myrrh for its sweetness,  

and gold for a crown, 

Beautiful robes,”  

 said the young girl to Joseph, 

Fair with her first-born  

 on Bethlehem Down. 

 

 

Bethlehem Down  

 is full of the starlight, 

Winds for the spices,  

 and stars for the gold, 

Mary for sleep,  

 and for lullaby music 

Songs of a shepherd  

 by Bethlehem fold. 
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Now man he may to heaven wend: 

Now heav’n and earth  

 to him they bend. 

He that was foe now is our friend. 

This is no nay that I you tell. 

 

Now blessed Brother  

 grant us grace, 

At doomës day to see thy face, 

And in thy court to have a place, 

That we may there sing thee nowell. 

 
1: beareth the bell: is the first or leader; in 

allusion to the bellwether, the leading animal 

of a flock, team or drove, that wears a bell. 

2: hell: light 

 
Anonymous, 15th-century 

When He is King,  

 they will clothe Him in gravesheets, 

Myrrh for embalming,  

 and wood for a crown, 

He that lies now  

 in the white arms of Mary 

Sleeping so lightly  

 on Bethlehem Down. 

 

Here He has peace  

 and a short while for dreaming, 

Close huddled oxen  

 to keep Him from cold, 

Mary for love,  

 and for lullaby music 

Songs of a shepherd  

 by Bethlehem fold. 
 

Bruce Blunt (1899-1957) 

 

 

 

SECOND READING 
read by an ordinand 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 

in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! 

The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 

will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  
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33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

angel departed from her. 
 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

 

CHOIR CAROL 

 
S U N D AY M O N D A Y 

There is no rose 

John Joubert (1927-2019) 

Ring out the bells for Christmas 

Ian Ledsham (1954-2005) 

 

There is no rose of such virtue 

As is the rose that bare Jesu: 

 Alleluya. 

 

For in this rose contained was 

Heaven and earth in little space: 

 Res miranda. 
    [thing of wonder] 

 

By that rose we may well see 

That he is God in persons three: 

 Pares forma.  
    [Equal in form] 

 

 

 

Ring out the bells for Christmas, 

The happy, happy day, 

In winter wild, the Holy Child 

Within a cradle lay. 

Welcome, infant King, 

Born for us today, 

Ring out the bells 

On Christmas Day. 
 

O wonderful! The Saviour 

Is in a manger lone; 

His palace is a stable, 

And Mary’s arm His throne. 
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The angels sung the shepherds to: 

“Gloria in excelsis Deo”, 

 Gaudeamus.  
    [Let us rejoice] 

 

Leave we all this worldly mirth, 

And follow we this joyful birth: 

 Transeamus.  
    [Let us go there] 

 
Anon. 15th-century 

On Bethl’em’s quiet hillside, 

In ages long gone by, 

In angel notes the Glory floats, 

Glory to God on high! 

Then sing your gladsome carols, 

And hail the new-born Sun: 

For Christmas light is passing bright, 

It smiles on everyone. 

Advent’s waiting o’er, 

our voices high we raise, 

And welcome Christ our King  

with hymns of praise. 

 
Rev. E. A. Washburn/ 

William Augustine Ogden (adapt.) 

 

 

 

THIRD READING 
read by a member of Great St Mary’s 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration 

and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went 

to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Luke 2:1-7 
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CHOIR CAROL 

 
S U N D AY M O N D A Y 

Lalulaby 

May Sabeston [Walker] (c.1910-?) 

A Somerset Carol 

arr. William Llewellyn (1925-) 

 

Sweet was the song the virgin sang, 

When she to Bethlem Juda came 

And was delivered of a son, 

That blessed Jesus hath to name: 

 
‘Lulla, lulla, lullaby, 

 
Sweet babe’, sang she, ‘my son, 

And eke a saviour born,  

Who hast vouchsafed from on high 

To visit us that were forlorn: 

 

‘Lalula, lulla, lullaby, 

 
Sweet babe,’ sang she, 

And rocked him sweetly 

On her knee. 

 
William Ballet, 17th century 

 

Come all you worthy people here 

That may be standing by; 

Christ our blessed Saviour  

Was born on Christmas Day. 

The blessed Virgin Mary 

Unto the Lord did say: 

 ‘O we wish you the comfort  

 and tidings of joy!’ 

 

Christ our blessed Saviour 

Now in the manger lay 

He’s lying in the manger 

While the oxen feed on hay. 

The blessed Virgin Mary 

Unto the Lord did say: 

 ‘O we wish you the comfort  

 and tidings of joy!’ 

 

God bless his servants in this place 

That lovingly do meet; 

And many happy Christmases 

To strangers in the street. 

God bless our generation, 

Who live both far and near, 

 And we wish them a happy,  

 a happy New Year! 

 
Traditional 
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FOURTH READING 
read by a member of Great St Mary’s 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 

the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 
Luke 2:8-16 

 

 

CHOIR CAROL 
on Sunday and Monday 

Sussex Carol 

arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

On Christmas night  

 all Christians sing 

To hear the news the angels bring. 

News of great joy, news of great mirth, 

News of our merciful King’s birth. 

Then why should men on earth 

 be so sad, 

Since our Redeemer made us glad, 

When from our sin he set us free, 

All for to gain our liberty? 
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When sin departs  

 before His grace, 

Then life and health come in its place. 

Angels and men with joy may sing 

All for to see the new-born King. 

 

All out of darkness we have light, 

Which made the angels  

 sing this night: 

“Glory to God and peace to men, 

Now and for evermore, Amen!” 

Traditional British Carol, as sung by Mrs Harriet Verrall, 

taken down (1919) by Cecil Sharp (1859-1924)  

and Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) at Monk’s Gate, West Sussex 

 
One of the Assistant Clergy gives the  ADDRESS 

 
FIFTH READING 

read by the Vicar 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 

All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was 

his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
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14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 

grace and truth. 
John 1:1-14 

 

COLLECT 
 

The Vicar prays: 
 

Almighty God,  

you have given us your only-begotten Son  

to take our nature upon him  

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 

grant that we,  

who have been born again  

and made your children by adoption and grace, 

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God,  

now and for ever. 

All   Amen.  
 

 

Please stand, as you are able, to sing the CAROL 
 

HARK! the herald-angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

  Hark! the herald-angels sing 

  Glory to the new-born King. 

 



15 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of a Virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail th’incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

  Hark! the herald-angels sing 

  Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris’n with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

  Hark! the herald-angels sing 

  Glory to the new-born King. 

 
Charles Wesley, tune MENDELSSOHN by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847), 

descant by David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

The Vicar gives the BLESSING 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Postlude on ‘Adeste fideles’ – Eric H. Thiman (1900-1975) 

 

 

 

Retiring Collection 
 

Please support the work of Centre 33 and the ministry of Great St Mary’s. 

Further information about these charities and how to give is at the front of 

this booklet. Thank you for your generosity.  
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www.greatstmarys.org 

facebook.com/GreatStMarys 

twitter.com/GreatStMarys 

 

 

 

 

 
The image on the cover is a detail from the east window (above and behind the high 

altar). It shows, from left to right, the Annunciation, the visit of Mary and Joseph to 

Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the angels telling the news of Jesus’s birth to the 

shepherds. The text along the bottom reads ‘Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb 

and bring forth a Son, and shalt call his name Jesus’ (Luke 1:31). Picture credit: Cipher Arts Ltd 

 

 

Some material in this service is copyright:  

Common Worship © 2005, The Archbishop’s Council of the Church of England;  

Hymns Ancient and Modern (New Standard) © Hymns Ancient and Modern Limited.  

Carols for Choirs © 2003, Oxford University Press 

This compilation is copyright: © 2021, Great St Mary’s, The University Church, Cambridge.  

CCLI Account number: 785960 


