
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHORAL MATTINS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
25 December 2021 

 

Merry Christmas! We are so glad you are here with us this morning. 

 

A few reminders about COVID-safe worship: 

• You are required to wear a face covering (mask) throughout the 

service, unless exempt. 

• We ask that you help maintain physical distancing between 

households, to protect the vulnerable in our community. 

• Please follow the instruction of the stewards. 

 

These rules apply even if you have been vaccinated. Thank you! 

 
ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE 

 
At 11.30am, the choir sings: 

 INTROIT 
Hodie Christus Natus Est – Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 

 

Hodie Christus natus est: 

Hodie Salvator apparuit: 

Hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 

laetantur Archangeli 

Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Alleluia. 

Today Christ is born: 

Today the Saviour appears: 

Today on Earth, Angels sing, 

Archangels rejoice: 

Today the righteous rejoice, saying: 

Glory to God in the highest. 

Alleluia. 

 



 

2 

Please STAND as the ministers enter and we sing this CAROL 
 

O little town of Bethlehem,  

 how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

 the silent stars go by: 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

 the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

 are met in thee tonight. 
 

O morning stars, together 

 proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

 and peace to men on earth. 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

 and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

 their watch of wondering love. 
 

choir only: How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 

  So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

  No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, 

  where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
  

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

 descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in: 

 be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

 the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

 our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

Phillips Brooks (1835‑93), tune FOREST GREEN, traditional English melody, 

adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), 

descant by Thomas Armstrong (1898-1994) 
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The Senior Curate, the Reverend Shirley Holder leads the 

THE INTRODUCTION AND CONFESSION 

Please SIT or KNEEL 

 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father,  

We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  

We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts,  

We have offended against thy holy laws,  

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done, 

And there is no health in us:  

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;  

Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults,  

Restore thou them that are penitent,  

According to thy promises declared unto mankind  

in Christ Jesu our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  

To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

 

The Absolution or Remission of sins to be pronounced by the Priest alone, 

standing: the people still kneeling, concluding with  

…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 
John Reading (1685-1764) 

 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

 

Minister O God, make speed to save us.  

Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us.  
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Please STAND 

 

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen.  

 

Minister Praise ye the Lord.  

Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.  

 

 

Please remain STANDING as the choir sings  VENITE (PSALM 95) 

chant by John Goss (1800-1880) 

 
1 O COME, let us sing unto the Lord :  

let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.  
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving :  

and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.  
3 For the Lord is a great God : and a great King above all gods.  
4 In his hand are all the corners of the earth :  

and the strength of the hills is his also.  
5 The sea is his, and he made it :  

and his hands prepared the dry land.  
6 O come, let us worship and fall down :  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
7 For he is the Lord our God :  

and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please SIT 
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PSALM 110.1-4 
chant by Matthew Steynor (b.1979), 

Assistant Organist at Great St Mary’s, 2001-2 

 
1 THE Lord said unto my Lord:  

Sit thou on my right hand,  

until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy power out of Sion:  

be thou ruler, even in the midst among thine enemies. 
3 In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee  

free-will offerings with an holy worship :  

the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning. 
4 The Lord sware, and will not repent:  

Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech. 

 

Please STAND 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please SIT 

THE FIRST LESSON 

 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2  The nations shall see your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
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4  You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

and your land Married 

for the Lord delights in you, 

and your land shall be married. 
5  For as a young man marries a young woman, 

so shall your builder marry you, 

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

so shall your God rejoice over you.  
Isaiah 62.1-5 

 

Please STAND as the choir sings 

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS 
from the Morning Service in F – John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 

WE praise thee, O God : we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

All the earth doth worship thee : the Father everlasting. 

To thee all Angels cry aloud :  

the heavens, and all the powers therein. 

To thee Cherubin and Seraphin : continually do cry, 

Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty : of thy glory. 

The glorious company of the Apostles : praise thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets : praise thee. 

The noble army of Martyrs : praise thee. 

The holy Church throughout all the world :  

doth acknowledge thee; 

The Father : of an infinite Majesty; 

Thine honourable, true : and only Son; 

Also the Holy Ghost : the Comforter. 

Thou art the King of Glory : O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son : of the Father. 
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When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man :  

thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death :  

thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God : in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that thou shalt come : to be our Judge. 

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants :  

whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy Saints : in glory everlasting. 

O Lord, save thy people : and bless thine heritage. 

Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 

Day by day : we magnify thee; 

And we worship thy Name : ever world without end. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day without sin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trust is in thee. 

O Lord, in thee have I trusted : let me never be confounded. 

 

Please SIT 

 

THE SECOND LESSON 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 

lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 

quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are 

to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 
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23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 
 

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 

named him Jesus.  
 

Matthew 1.18-end 

 

 

Please STAND to sing this CAROL 
 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

 And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; 

Let saints their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

 And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Tune ANTIOCH, Lowell Mason (1792-1872), based on G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
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Please remain STANDING as we say together  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God  

the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Then follow these prayers  set to music by John Reading 

Minister The Lord be with you.  

Choir  And with thy spirit.  

Minister Let us pray. 

 

Please SIT or KNEEL 

 

Minister Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Minister Lord, have mercy upon us.  
The Lord’s Prayer set to music  

by John Farmer (1570-1601) 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir  And grant us thy salvation.  

 

Minister O Lord, save the Queen.  

Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  

 

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.  

Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful.  

 

Minister O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir And bless thine inheritance.  

 

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord.  

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 

 but only thou, O God.  

 

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

 

Then shall follow three Collects: The first of the day. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to 

take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be born of a 

pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy 

children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy 

Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth 

and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

The Second Collect, for Peace.  

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 

knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is 

perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of 

our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  
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The Third Collect, for Grace.  

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in 

the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall 

into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our 

doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is 

righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Please SIT as the choir sings the  ANTHEM 
What Child is this? – Edward Skelton 

 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ, the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through, 

The cross be born for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh;  

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come, peasants, kings to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The Virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy for Christ is born, 

The Babe, the Song of Mary! 

William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 

Then the Reverend Canon Adrian Daffern, Vicar, shall preach  THE SERMON 

 

Then follow   THE PRAYERS 

which conclude with all saying the Grace: 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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Please STAND to sing this CAROL 

 Ding dong! Merrily on high 

  in heav’n the bells are ringing; 

 Ding dong! verily the sky 

  is riv’n with angel singing. 

   Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

   Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 E’en so here below, below, 

  Let steeple bells be swungen, 

 And ee-o, ee-o, ee-o 

  by priest and people sungen 

   Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

   Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 Pray you dutifully prime 

your matin chime, ye ringers; 

 May you beautifully rime 

your eve-time song, ye singers 

  Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!  

   Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

16th century French tune 

harmonized by Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 

Please REMAIN STANDING as the Vicar gives 

 THE BLESSING 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Chorale prelude on ‘Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her’ (From Heaven above to earth I come) 

– Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
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