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Welcome to Great St Mary’s, the University Church. Wherever you have 

come from, and whoever you are, consider yourself at home here with us. 

If this is your first time here, please introduce yourself after the service. 

We’d love to get to know you better! 
 

This morning we will celebrate Easter Day in song and story, as we recall 

Jesus’ resurrection—the great victory of Love over death. Children are 

always welcome at Great St Mary’s, and to be themselves—don’t worry if 

they are feeling noisy! There is a changing area to the south of the font, 

within the toilet reserved for use by the disabled.  
 

Worship services have been sung here at Great St Mary’s for more than eight 

centuries, and today’s Mattins service uses the traditional language of the 

1662 Book of Common Prayer.  
 

From earliest times, Christians gathered at regular hours during each day 

and night to respond to God’s word with praise on behalf of all creation and 

with intercession for the salvation of the world. By the fourth century, if not 

earlier, morning prayer (Mattins) and evening prayer (Evensong) had 

emerged as the pre-eminent hours for the offering of this sacrifice of praise. 
 

Mattins combines prayer, song and the spoken word. The custom of singing 

in worship reflects the belief that ‘he who sings prays twice’. Music has 

always had a key role in Christian worship: the Scriptures record how the 

early followers of Jesus would sing together and, over the centuries, 

composers have created extraordinary music to be sung at Mattins.  
 

Most of what is sung and said in this morning’s service comes from the Bible. 

Holy Scripture is central to Christian worship, and we will hear readings 

from the Bible, prayers based on Biblical passages, and a brief sermon 

reflecting on the message that the Bible has for our modern life today.  
 

Wherever you are on your journey with God, do know that you are 

welcome here at Great St Mary’s, today and every day. We are a diverse 

community, from many countries and backgrounds, and we are delighted 

to have you here with us. 
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The Order for Morning Prayer 
from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer 

 

 

 

 

ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 

Please STAND, as you are able, as the ministers process. 

 

OPENING SENTENCE 
 

The minister reads a short sentence from the Bible.  

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

Please KNEEL or SIT.  

 

The minister introduces the Confession, and together we say the confession: 

 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,  

we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much  

the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

We have offended against thy holy laws.  

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done;  

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;  

and there is no health in us.  

Opening Sentence  

The officiant reads a sentence from Scripture. This passage from Scripture varies according to the season, and 

helps set the tone for this morning’s prayers.  

Confession and Absolution  

The confession comes at the start of Mattins, as a way to collectively acknowledge the mistakes and sins that 

we all carry. Confession is not meant to make us feel worthless but to free us to begin our prayer renewed and 

forgiven. The spelling ‘Jesu’ was the common way to spell Jesus until the 16th Century and is retained in the 

Book of Common Prayer, reflecting Latin vocative use. 
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 

Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.  

Restore thou them that are penitent;  

according to thy promises  

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 

to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 
 

The minister pronounces the absolution. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

All Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRECES AND RESPONSES 
Richard Ayleward (1626-1669) 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips.  

Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.  

The Lord’s Prayer  

In the Gospels, the disciples ask Jesus to teach them how to pray. It is this prayer that Jesus gives to his disciples 

in response. Across the many denominations of Christianity, this prayer unites all Christians. In its simplicity 

and directness, the Lord’s Prayer touches both on our material and our spiritual dependence on God—and 

our hope and expectation in the great vision that God has for our world. 

Preces and Responses 

These prayers, usually sung by the choir, mark the beginning of the service proper, as we ask God’s guidance 

for our prayers (‘O Lord, open thou our lips’). At the end of these prayers is the doxology—from the Greek 

δοξολογία, ‘word of glory,’ Derived from the kaddish in Judaism, ending many prayers in the synagogue, the 

doxology is a brief expression of praise to God. 
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Please stand, as you are able. 

 

Choir Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  

Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

 

Please remain STANDING as the choir sings   THE EASTER ANTHEMS 

chant after Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

 

1 Christ our passover is sacrificed for us :  

therefore let us keep the feast; 

2 Not with the old leaven,  

nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness :  

but with the unleavened bread of sin ceri ty and truth.  

1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 

3 Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more :  

death hath no more do minion over him. 

4 For in that he died, he died unto sin once :  

but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

5 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin :  

but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 6.9–11 

The Psalms 

The Psalms are the ancient hymns and poetry of Judaism, and have a central place in Christian worship. The 

founding light of Christian meditative prayer and monasticism, Anthony the Great (c.251–356), commended 

a spiritual practice of ‘singing psalms before sleep and after sleep.’ The psalms are often chanted by the choir 

in a style native to England, known as Anglican Chant. The Book of Common Prayer appoints Psalm 95 (Venite) 

to be used at Mattins as an invitation to worship, and to precede the psalmody appointed for the day.  

During Eastertide the Venite is replaced by the ‘Easter Anthems’, based on St Paul’s letters to the early Church. 

Today this is sung to a chant based on Martin Luther’s famous Chorale Ein feste burg ist unser Gott (A Mighty 

fortress our God), which has a fitting resonance with the triumph over sin and death we celebrate at Easter. 
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6 Christ is risen from the dead :  

and become the first fruits of them that slept. 

7 For since by man came death :  

by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

8 For as in Adam all die :  

even so in Christ shall all be made a live. 
1 Corinthians 15.20–22 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 
 

Please SIT. 

 

PSALM 114 
chant based on Tonus Peregrinus 

 
1 WHEN Israel came out of Egypt :  

and the house of Jacob from among the strange people. 
2 Judah was his sanctuary : and Israel his dominion. 
3 The sea saw that, and fled : Jordan was driven back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams :  

and the little hills like young sheep. 
5 What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest :  

and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams :  

and ye little hills, like young sheep? 
7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord :  

at the presence of the God of Jacob. 
8 Who turned the hard rock into a standing water :  

and the flint-stone into a springing well. 
 

The Easter Morning Psalms 

Psalm 114 recalls the deliverance of Moses and the Israelites from captivity in Egypt, as told in the book of 

Exodus. The account of this forms one of the Vigil readings read at the very start of Easter every year. The 

chant sung today is based on Tonus Peregrinus (the ‘wandering tone’), the only one of the ancient plainsong 

psalm tones to have two different reciting notes, aptly reflecting, in this case, the Israelites’ erstwhile enforced 

exile. Psalm 117 is the shortest of the psalms, an exclamation of praise and thanksgiving. 
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PSALM 117 
chant by Alan Gray (1855-1935) 

 
1 O PRAISE the Lord, all ye heathen : praise him, all ye nations. 
2 For his merciful kindness is ever more and more towards us :  

and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.  

Praise the Lord. 

 
Please STAND. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 

 
Please SIT. 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Ezekiel 47.1-12 

 
Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there, 

water was flowing from below the threshold of the temple 

towards the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was 

flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the 

temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of 

the north gate, and led me round on the outside to the outer 

gate that faces towards the east; and the water was coming out 

on the south side. 

 

Going on eastwards with a cord in his hand, the man measured 

one thousand cubits, and then led me through the water; and 

it was ankle-deep. Again he measured one thousand, and led 

me through the water; and it was knee-deep. Again he 

measured one thousand, and led me through the water; and it 

was up to the waist. Again he measured one thousand, and it 

was a river that I could not cross, for the water had risen; it was 

deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed. He 

said to me, ‘Mortal, have you seen this?’ 
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Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came back, 

I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on one side and 

on the other. He said to me, ‘This water flows towards the 

eastern region and goes down into the Arabah; and when it 

enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become 

fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms 

will live, and there will be very many fish, once these waters 

reach there. It will become fresh; and everything will live where 

the river goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-

gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its 

fish will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 

But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to 

be left for salt. On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will 

grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor 

their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because 

the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be 

for food, and their leaves for healing.’ 

 

 
Please STAND, as you are able, as the choir sings praise to God in the first canticle. 

 
TE DEUM 

from Service in C – Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

1 We praise thee, O God : we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

2 All the earth doth worship thee : the Father everlasting. 

3 To thee all Angels cry aloud :  

the Heavens, and all the Powers therein. 

Scripture Readings 

In general, the first reading comes from the Old Testament. This sacred collection of stories, laws, poetry, and 

prophecies was the Bible as Jesus knew it. The second reading comes from the New Testament, the books of 

the Bible which tell the stories of Jesus and the writings of some of his earliest followers. The Scripture readings 

are assigned from a lectionary — a set schedule of readings ensuring that we hear the breadth of the Bible.  

Canticles 

The two canticles (literally ‘little songs’) are musical settings of the sacred poetry of the Bible and heard after 

the two readings. The words of the opening of the Te Deum (in Latin) are featured in the clerestory windows 

in Great St Mary’s. 
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4 To thee Cherubin and Seraphin : continually do cry, 

5 Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of Sabaoth; 

6 Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty : of thy glory. 

7 The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee :  

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets : praise thee. 

8 The noble army of Martyrs : praise thee. 

9 The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee : 

The Father of an infinite Majesty, 

10 Thine honourable, true and only Son :  

Also the Holy Ghost : the Comforter. 

11 Thou art the King of Glory O Christ :  

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

12 When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man :  

thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 

13 When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death :  

thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 

14 Thou sittest at the right hand of God : in the glory of the Father. 

15 We believe that thou shalt come : to be our Judge. 

16 We therefore pray thee, help thy servants :  

whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

17 Make them to be numbered with thy Saints :  

in glory everlasting. 

18 O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage :  

Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 

19 Day by day we magnify thee :  

and we worship thy Name : ever world without end. 

20 Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day without sin. 

21 O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy upon us. 

22 O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trust is in thee. 

23 O Lord, in thee have I trusted : let me never be confounded. 

 
Please SIT. 
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THE SECOND LESSON 
John 2.13-22 

 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, 

both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of 

the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told those 

who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! 

Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 

remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will 

consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 

show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, 

‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 

and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of 

the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 

the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 
Please STAND for the second canticle. 
 

JUBILATE 
from Service in C – Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

1 O BE joyful in the Lord, all ye lands :  

serve the Lord with gladness,  

and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God :  

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,  

and into his courts with praise :  

be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 
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4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting :  

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 
 

Please REMAIN STANDING. The choir joins the congregation in facing East. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

All  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried:  

He descended into hell;  

The third day he rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into heaven,  

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

The holy catholic Church; the Communion of Saints;  

The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body,  

And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE RESPONSES (LESSER LITANY) 
Richard Ayleward (1626-1669) 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Choir And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
  

Please SIT or KNEEL. 

The Apostles’ Creed  

The word creed comes from the Latin credo, ‘I believe’ (literally, ‘I give my heart’). The Apostles’ Creed is one 

of the most ancient confessions of faith in Christianity. The theology of the Creed contains a basic 

understanding of the Christian faith shared across the centuries and across denominations —literally ‘catholic’, 

that is, universal. 

The Responses (Lesser Litany)  

These prayers, sung between the choir and the officiant (or a cantor), follow a form which neatly encapsulates 

prayers for community, state, church, and the individual. The litany draws on Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and 

Orthodox prayers. 
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Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer set to music 

by Robert Stone (1516-1613) 
 

Our Father,  

which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name; 

Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

Choir And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 

Choir And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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COLLECTS 
 

For Easter Sunday: 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 

We humbly beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace preventing us 

thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help 

we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.We beseech thee, Almighty God, look 

upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, and stretch forth the 

right hand of thy Majesty, to be our defence against all our enemies; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

For Peace: 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge 

of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: 

Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 

surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any 

adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For Grace: 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no 

sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may 

be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy 

sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please SIT. 

 

 

The Collects  

The collects quite literally ‘collect’ the prayers of the congregation, and offered on behalf the whole community. 

Most of these collects were written by Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556), who lived for many years in Cambridge 

before becoming Archbishop of Canterbury and creating the first Book of Common Prayer. In the seasons of 

Lent and Advent, a seasonal collect follows the collect of the day. The final two collects, for Peace and for 

Grace, are heard at every service of Mattins throughout the year. 
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ANTHEM 
Antiphon: Let all the world, from Five Mystical Songs 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 

Let all the world in every corner sing, 

my God and King. 

 

The heavens are not too high, 

his praise may thither fly: 

the earth is not too low, 

his praises there may grow. 

The Church with psalms must shout, 

no door can keep them out: 

but above all the heart 

must bear the longest part. 

 

Let all the world in every corner sing, 

my God and King. 

 
George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 

 

THE SERMON 
The Revd Devin McLachlan 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Please SIT or KNEEL. The prayers conclude with our saying together the Grace: 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

be with us all evermore.  (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

Amen.  

Anthem  

The Anthem gives us time to reflect and listen. ‘Qui cantat, bis orat’ (He who sings prays twice): words often 

attributed to the great North African theologian St. Augustine of Hippo, they remind us of the spiritual power 

of music. Music opens us up to an emotional and physical experience of prayer, bringing us closer to those 

mysteries for which mere words seem inadequate. 

Intercessions and Grace  

The officiant offers up prayers for the church, the world, and those in need. 
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Please STAND, as you are able, to sing  HYMN 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done; 

 fought the fight, the battle won: 

lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er, 

 lo, he sets in blood no more. 

 
2 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

 Christ has burst the gates of hell; 

death in vain forbids his rise; 

 Christ has opened paradise. 

 
3 

Lives again our glorious King; 

 where, O death, is now thy sting? 

dying once, he all doth save; 

 where thy victory, O grave? 

 

4 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 

 following our exalted Head; 

made like him, like him we rise; 

 ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 
5 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 

 praise to thee by both be given: 

thee we greet triumphant now; 

 hail, the resurrection thou! 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Tune SAVANNAH, John Wesley’s Foundery Collection, 1742 
 

 

 

Please REMAIN STANDING for the       CONCLUSION & BLESSING 
 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Saraband (For the morning of Easter), No.2 from Six Pieces for Organ 

Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 
After the ministers have processed to the back of the church, please SIT for the organ voluntary. 

 

You are invited to give generously to today’s retiring collection. To learn more about our 

special Easter collections and how to contribute, please see the back page. 
 

Hymn 

Singing together helps us be present to God and to one another, and sends us out, refreshed and renewed, for 

the day and week ahead. 
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Our Easter Collections 
 

After the service there will be a retiring collection for humanitarian aid for 

Ukraine, via the UNHRC. You can also give online at easydonate.org/GSMUKR 

or by SMS: to donate £10, just text GSMUKR to 70191. 
 

The Wider Concerns Easter Envelopes collection will be for: 
 

The Ntunungwe School, which does 

remarkable work in Zimbabwe including 

taking in many orphans. There is an urgent 

need for another supply of the nutritious e-

pap porridge which plays a life-saving role 

for many children and also greatly helps 

their learning ability. The area is suffering 

severely, from crop failure caused by 

global warming, and from high inflation.  
 

Cambridge Aid, which works with local charities and agencies who refer those 

in need for emergency funding, to help them through a crisis period and to avoid 

resorting to money-lenders. Support is wide-ranging including for homeless 

people, victims of domestic violence, children’s needs, and those suffering from 

physical or mental health difficulties. Overheads are minimal as the Trustees 

give their time voluntarily. 
 

As an alternative to donating use one of the envelopes, you can give o-line at 

easydonate.org/EAS22, or by SMS: to donate £10, just text EAS22 to 70191. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

www.greatstmarys.org 
      @greatstmarys 
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