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WELCOME! 

Welcome to our annual Christmas Eve Crib Service.  
We are delighted you are here with us today. 

 
Staying Covid-secure 
• Please do not attend if you have coronavirus 

symptoms or have been asked to self-isolate.  

• Adults and young people 12+ should wear your 
face covering (mask) at all times inside the 
church, even whilst singing. 

• Please maintain distance between households.  

 

 

Great St Mary’s offer Children’s Church on Sundays as part of our 
10am worship, as well as a service of Holy Communion for infants and 
toddlers (‘The Ark’) most Tuesdays at 10.30 at Michaelhouse. We have 
several choirs for young people including our Junior Choir, as well as a 

Girls’ Choir and a Boys’ Choir.  

 To learn more, send us an email to office@gsm.cam.ac.uk. 
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Share your colouring with us!  

Colour the illustrations from this service book   
and share them 

to our Facebook or Twitter page @GreatStMarys 
 

 

 
 
A Christmas Crib Service 
 
 
Choir:   Great St Mary’s Junior Choir; Helen Groves, Director 
Organ: Sam Hayes, Director of Music, Great St Mary’s  
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WELCOME 
 

CAROL 
 
Once in Royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
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STORY: MARY & JOSEPH TRAVEL TO BETHLEHEM  
 (LUKE 2.6-7) 
 
CAROL   

 

Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road, 
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load. 
Been a long time, little donkey, through the winter’s night; 
Don't give up now, little donkey,  Bethlehem’s in sight. 
 Ring out those bells tonight; Bethlehem, Bethlehem 
 Follow that star tonight; Bethlehem, Bethlehem 
 
Little donkey, little donkey, journey's end is near. 
There are wise men waiting for a sign to bring them here. 
Do not falter little donkey, there's a star ahead; 
It will guide you, little donkey, to a cattle shed. 
 Ring out those bells tonight; Bethlehem, Bethlehem 
 Follow that star tonight; Bethlehem, Bethlehem 
  
Little donkey, little donkey, 
had a heavy day. 
Little donkey, carry Mary, 
safely on her way. 
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STORY: MARY & JOSEPH LOOK FOR A ROOM    (LUKE 2.5-7) 
 
CAROL   

Rat-a-tat-tat, Rat-a-tat-tat,  No! No! No!  
There isn't any room  and you can't stay here,  
There isn't any room for strangers.  

The wind may be chill  
And the night may be cold,  
And be full of nasty noises-in-the-dark  
And dangers.  

But there isn't any room, there isn't any room,  
There isn't any room for strangers.  
 
Rat-a-tat-tat, Rat-a-tat-tat,  Yes! Yes! Yes!  
There is a little room,  and you may stay here,  
We have a little place for strangers.  

Come in from the night  
To a stable so bare  
Which is full of warmth and friendliness 
And safe from dangers.  

Yes, there is a little room, there is a little room,  
There is a little room for strangers. 
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STORY: JESUS IS BORN  (LUKE 2.7) 
 
CAROL  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep And dreamless sleep 
 The silent stars go by. 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 The everlasting light; 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 Are met in thee to-night. 
 

How silently, how silently, 
 The wondrous gift is given! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 The blessings of his heaven. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 But in this world of sin, 
 Where meek souls will receive him ,still 
 The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
 Descend to us, we pray; 
 Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 Be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 The great glad tidings tell: 
 O come to us, abide with us, 
 Our Lord Emmanuel. 
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STORY: THE SHEPHERDS VISIT JESUS (LUKE 2.15-20 ) 
 
CAROL  
 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

 All seated on the ground, 

 The angel of the Lord came down, 

 And glory shone around. 

 
'To you in David's town this day 

 Is born of David's line 

 A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

 And this shall be the sign: 
 
The heavenly Babe you there shall find 

 To human view displayed, 
 All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
 And in a manger laid.' 
 
'All glory be to God on high, 
 And on the earth be peace; 

 Good-will henceforth from heaven to men 

 Begin and never cease. 
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STORY: WISE MEN VISIT JESUS   
(MATTHEW 2.1-12) 
 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR CAROL 

 
Twinkle, twinkle little star 
How I wonder what you are 
Up above the world so high 
Like a diamond in the sky 
 

When the blazing sun is gone 
When he nothing shines upon 
Then you show your little light 
Twinkle, twinkle all the night. 
 

Twinkle, twinkle little star... 
 

Then the traveller in the dark 
Thanks you for your tiny spark 
He could not see where to go 
If you did not twinkle so. 
 

Twinkle, twinkle little star... 
 

Music: Ian Wicks. 
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CAROL 
 

We three kings of Orient are  
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain  
Following yonder star. 
 

O star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westard leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
Born a king on Bethlehem plain 
Gold I bring to crown him again 
King for ever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. 

O star... 
 
Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a deity nigh 
Prayer and praising, all men raising 
Worship him, God most high. 

O star... 
 
Glorious now behold him arise 
King and God and sacrifice 
Heaven sings Alleluja 
Alleluja the earth replies 

O star... 
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INTERCESSIONS (PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD) 
Each prayer ends with: 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We say together the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
    

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
   

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CAROL  
 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him 
born, the King of angels: 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
Glory to God 
Glory in the highest: 
  O come, let us adore him…. 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
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ABOUT THE RETIRING COLLECTION 
“Love came down at Christmas” 

 
Following COP 26, we have a climate theme for this year’s Christmas Envelope collection: 

 
Kids for Kids, Darfur  

is planting trees to hold back the desert which is creeping at 3 miles a year.  Trees provide vital shade 
from the hot desert sun and fruit for hungry children in this very poor region. 

 
Phoenix India 

 is working with rural communities to help mitigate the devastating effects of crop failure through 
pioneering water drip feed systems in very dry areas, as well helping to prevent many suicides amongst 

the poor famers. 
 

Please donate today, either using the special brown envelopes, 
 or by giving online via the National Funding Scheme: 

To donate £5, text XMAS21 to 70970 
To donate £10, text XMAS21 to 70191 

 

http://easydonate.org/XMAS21 

 

 

 

   @greatstmarys 

greatstmarys.org     01223 747273 


